THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALL
conversion to Toryism, According to the statements of the
Tory Ministers at the time that the valuation was suspended
it would have been a humiliation for Mr. MacDonald, Mr,
Thomas, and Lord Sankey if the Government repealed the
valuation altogether. It will be interesting to hear whether
what would have been a humiliation two years ago to these
Ministers, is no longer a humiliation. The only honest
explanation they can give will be that nothing the Tory
Ministers can do to make the Prime Minister swallow his
former principles can humiliate him still deeper.*
The last phase of this controversy is a letter sent by Mac-
Donald in reply to a protest by the United Committee for the
Taxation of Land Values against the repeal of the tax. In it
MacDonald descends to what a Liberal Member in the House
of Commons called e nauseating hypocrisy.' His letter is as
characteristic as it is astounding. MacDonald wrote :
c A government which was determined to " take drastic
and energetic steps to put into operation the taxation of
land values" would have to proceed to legislation, as the
clauses that have been in suspense for years, largely owing to
amendments which the Chancellor (Mr. Snowden) had
unwillingly to accept both from Liberals and Conservatives,
were not sufficiently full to enable a great deal to be done.4
In this sentence, in spite of its c woolliness/ MacDonald
would seem to object to the Land Value Taxes because they
were not ( drastic and energetic * enough. This is an amazing
statement, because the fact was that MacDonald was opposed
to any Bill to tax land values. He thought this Bill far too
drastic and had repeatedly appealed to Snowden to yield to
the Tories, lest the Labour Government be brought down.
There can be no doubt that the repeal of this Tax was a
manifest piece of class and partisan legislation. If MacDonald
had insisted on its retention on the Statute Book, it would have
been some indication that he was sincere, when, speaking of
an earlier attempt of the Tory Ministers to run the Cabinet,
he said : c If there is going to be any partisan manoeuvring,
then I am not their man.'
Thus Free Trade and Taxation of Land Values went by the
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